
WINNIKC PUf MtBS, SATUtDAY, JUNE 3, 1972
•1

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Open daily

Open daily

Open daily

Open daily

Open daily

Open daily

Open daily

WINNIPEG PARKS
ASSINIB01NE PAKK

ASSINIBOINE PARK
CONSERVATORY

Coffee House

Assittiboine Park Zoo

Carousel Coffee Shop

KILDONAN PARK

Peguis Pavilion

8 a.m. to 10 p.m

10 a.m. to 9 p.m

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
1 p.m. to 9 p.m.

8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

WITCH'S HUT
Monday to Friday
Saturday, Sunday and Holidays

PHASER'S GROVE PARK
Open daily 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

ST. VITAL PARK
Open daily
Iron barbecues available.

CRESCENT DRIVE PARK
Open daily 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Barbecues now available.

GOLF COURSES
Kildonan Park Golf Course
Crescent Drive Golf Course
Windsor Park Golf Course
John Blumberg Golf Course
Open daily -' 6 a.m. to dusk

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
COMPILED BY RON O'DONOVAN

Winnipeg's Inner City Parks and Recreation
LORD ROBERTS COMMUNITY CENTRE
W. J. Makowski, Recreation Co-ordinator

All residents are reminded that the Southside Hockey Club
will hold a car wash from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. next Saturday at the
Loblaws parking lot, Kylemore and Osborne. Proceeds will go to-
wards purchasing jackets for team members.

For further information, please contact the centre for infor-
mation.

Those.who are interested in going on a trail ride in the near
future are asked to phone Wally at the centre so that arrange-
ments can be made on a group basis.

Comic books are still being collected for the trading post and
reading corner for the children. Please drop off comics at the of-
fice.

RIVERVIEW COMMUNITY CENTRE
Bob Ashuk, Recreation Co-ordinator

Riverview Ladies Talent Group No. 7 will hold its annual cof-
fee party Wednesday, June 7, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the
centre. There will be home baking and handicrafts for sale and
•oft drinks and cookies for the children.

Tennis registrations are being accepted for summer tennis
lessons, starting June 26. Lessons are from 11 a.m. to noon and 6
p.m. to 7 p.m. Five-one-hour lessons are offered. Balls will be
supplied and in some cases racquets may be borrowed.

St. Alban's Scouts, Cub and Beaver groups are holding a
paper drive in the River-Lord Roberts area. Collection will be
from now until early June. Ask any cub.scout or beaver if you
wish to have a pick up.

Registrations are still being taken for the following girls'
teams: •

House league, 10 years and under. Squirt born in 1960-1961.
Bantam born in 1958-1959. Midget girls bora in 1956-1957. Juvenile
born in 1958-59-60. If you have not yet registered contact Bob at
the centre. .

Anyone interested in playing ladies' softball during the sum-
mer contact Joanne Knowles.

Coaches and managers are needed for house league soccer
and baseball.. For further information, please call Bob at the
centre. •

Bingo is held every Monday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the
centre. - '

A dessert party will be held Wednesday, June 21, from 2 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at the home of Mrs. H. Pusey, 120 Baltimore Road.
Home baking, will be'sold.

There will be coffee and conversation Friday, June 9, from 10
a.m. to 12 p.m. at the home of Joan Pilkey, 295 Churchill Drive.

BROADWAY OPTIMIST COMMUNITY CENTRE
Al Steinhauer, Recreation Co-orduuor

Adult bingo is held 1:15 p.m. Monday in the centre. Teen
drop-ins are held 7 p.m. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays in the
centre. ' . : • . •;• • '';;•.»

Bingo is held 7 p.m. Wednesdays and Saturdays in the centre." "
Baseball, softball and soccer teams can always use equip-

ment managers, and car drivers to transport players, anyone
wishing to help contact the centre.

After June 7 there will be no elderly citizens' meetings until
September.

RIVER-OSBORNE COMMUNITY CENTRE
Al Steinhauer, Recreation Ct-ordlnator

Next Friday, Saturday and Sunday at the River-Osborne
Community Centre, Gladstone, McMillan Avenue and the Osborne-
Corydon Bear Pit the River-Osborne Recreation Committee will
hold its second annual "fun fest". The program of events for
these three days will feature baseball games, games of chance,
pet show, bicycle rodeo, carnival rides, children's races, refresh-
ment booth, pony rides, bingo, canteen, pie baking contest, street
dances, special booths, family barbecue and a king and queen
contest. There is something for everyone and members of the
committee hope thai everyone will drop around at some time
during this festive occasion and take part in the activities.

Dancing will be featured Friday and Saturday evening. The
pet show will be held Saturday 10 a.m. followed by the bicycle
rodeo at 11 a.m. Bingo and games of chance will be held Friday
evening and Saturday. The family barbecue is planned for 5 p.m.
Saturday. The crowning of the king and queen will be held Sun-
day along with the children and adults novelty races. The re-
freshment and other booths will be open on all three days.

The River-Osborne Senior Citizens Centre is open weekdays 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Augustine Church.

Penny bingo will be resumed in the fall;

Workers See Selves
As Staunch Advocates

By WALLY DEN^ISON
(Last in •

Manitoba's children w o u l d
lose sn advocate — someone to
independently champion their
interests — if the provincial
government were to absorb
children's aid societies into the
civil service bureaucracy.

That's the opinion of a sizable
number of people in Winnipeg's
social welfare community who
are dismayed by rumors thai
M a n i t o b a ' s department ol
health and social development
plans to take over children's
aid services as part of its de-
partmental reorganization — a
reorganization which some con-
tend could reduce the quality of
even the currently inadequate
services to children.

How can Manitoba children
be assured of better treatment,
these people ask, if the officials
carrying out the reorganization
are themselves uncertain as to
its outcome? According to a re-
cent federally-financed study,
senior civil servants concerned
with the reorganization admit-
t e d to the independent re-
searchers that they knew noth-
ing about how to reorganize
services. "They admitted this
freely to us," the researchers
stated.

If this is so, is the current de-
partmental reorganization noth-
ing more than an experiment
being carried out without re-
gard for the interests of chil-
dren and their families? Will
children and families suffer if
they're, in fact, beiag used as
the checkers in an administra-
tive checker game played by
bureaucrats?

T r u e , some child welfare
authorities feel the government
would never assume full control
over children's aid societies be-
cause it needs them as scape-
goats to cover up governmental
shortcomings.

But, still, others ask whether
there's any evidence that the
department of health and social
development isn't planning a
full-scale integration of services
with children's aid societies
funded and staffed solely by
government and operating out
of the proposed community clin-
ics. •

These skeptics note that the
department proceeded with its
reorganization while ignoring
the experiences gained by Peo-
ple's Opportunity Services at
600 Main Street — a $250,000 fe-
derally-financed .demonstration
project initiated in 1967 and
which used 21 former welfare
recipients as case aides Jo offer
a series of innovative people-to-
people services in Winnipeg's
core area.

W h e n the project ended
March 31, it was nothing more
than a regional" office of gov-
ernment and the case aides
w e r e 'now in "safe" jobs
throughout the departmental
bureaucracy, the • critics con-
tend. A successful experiment
in social service delivery had
been ignored because the Mani-
toba government already has
made up its mind about how
services are to be delivered.

Was the project experience
ignored, perhaps, because high-
evel civil service planners on
Broadway h a v e been pre-
committed to an adaptation
of Quebec's Bill 65 — a sweep-
ng piece of social legislation
which would establish "social
affairs "bureaus" throughout the
province and which, critics say,
would give "dictatorial" powers
to Quebec's social affairs min-
ster through his control of the
majority of appointments to the
joards of directors? Is sweep-
i n g bureaucratic control of
lealth and social services the
objective in Manitoba?

Because of the project's de-
mise and other unsuccessful
ventures in "citizen partici-
pation", some observers have
vondered'publicly whether
M a n i t o b a ' s department of
lealth-and social development
s filled with headstrong bu-

News About Bridge
By BRIAN PAULS

The Gopher regional tour-
nament in Minneapolis didn't
produce any big victories for
the large Winnipeg contingent
in- attendance but enough red
points were awarded to put a
number of better players over
the top as life masters. Captur-
ing their coveted gold cards
were Mrs. Doris Rossen, Mrs.
L. (Marilyn) Walder, krs. G.
(Annabel) Walterson, Gordon
Walterson, Mrs. S. (Edythe)
Cohen, Sid Cohen and Joe
Halper.

W i n n i p e g representatives
placed high in only one red-
point event in Minneapolis '—
the Swiss teams, when Lex De-
Groot, G. Sekhar, Doug Thom-
son and B. Pauls finished sixth.

A Blue Ribbon special trophy
event is scheduled the evening
of June 10 at Anita's bridge
centre. The Grand Slam Club
will conduct a Blue Ribbon
Open Pair championship the
evening of June 12. The Mani-
toba Unit holds its Board-a-
Match team championship this
Tuesday night at the Winnipeg
Bridge Club.

* * *In our final Swiss Team
match, a gain of IS i.m.p.s on
the deal which follows proved
to be all we required:

NORTH .
S A Q .! 7 S
H J fi 1

J)
C A K J 8 3

SOUTH
S
H K 10 9 8 7 5.3
D K 10 8 6 4
C 2

sQuite an incredible hand, to
say the least. Here is the auc-
tion generated when our team
held the big cards, and -I think
you will agree it was excellent
(East-West silent throughout).

N
IS
3C
4D
5H (end)

S
211
3H
5D

North's second-round call at
the three level promised a pow-
erful hand. When he subse-
quently bid diamonds, South
felt obliged to raise. But upon
North's return to five hearts,
the meaning of his calls was
lucid indeed. He held many
high cards in the black suits,'a
diamond control and heart sup-
port. And he was inquiring
from South if his hearts were
good enough for slam. South
correctly passed, and his team
made five hearts exactly. There
is little play for slam even if
the adverse trumps lie well but,
in fact, West held both ace and
queen behind the king.

At the other table, North-
South's momentum didn't sl6p
until they had reached six

hearts. West doubled and, South,
trying to make the hand, led
trumps before ruffing out all
his diamond losers. He thus
went three down doubled, for a
huge loss.

" .* * *
TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Grand Slam Club
May 27: G. Almond-T. Wai-

den; Mrs. H. Firneisz-A. Sch-
wartz; Mrs. W. Halparin-Mrs.
M. Nozick; J. Kane-D. Samlals-
ingh.

May 29: S. R6me-A. Rosner;
Mrs. H. Gawley-Mrs. N. Mc-
Clure; Air. and Mrs. G. Losey.

Anita's Bridge Centre
May 24: N-S F. Ramlal-M.

Kaiser; Mrs. N. Fingold-Mrs. S.
Nathanson. E-W Dr. K. San-
diford-J. Steidl; Mrs. L. John-
ston-N. Levi.

May 26: N-S Mrs. A. Mar-
q u a r t T G . Almond; Mrs. W.
Hays-Mrs. H. Firneisz. E-W
Mrs. W. Halparin-Mrs. M. No-
zick, Mrs. M. Levitt-Mrs. F.
Morton (tied).

May 27: N-S D. Samlalsingh-
A. Firus; Mr. and Mrs. S.
M o r a n t z . E-W J. Kane-K.
Cheng; M. Watson-L. McDo-
well.

May 28: Ron P r a 11 - B o b
Nardi; Mrs. M. Nozick-Mrs. C.
(Mary) Ruscn.

St. Johns Club (May 25) — N-
S Mr. and Mrs. H. Behr; It.
Hcrstcin-M. Bcrman. E-W Mrs.
L, Ladyman-Mrs. U. Thomp-
son; Mr.' and Mrs. J. Linhtirl.

reaucrats who do what they
want where they please withou
reference to the experience ol
others. Their manner has been
described as one of pseudo
O l y m p i a n disdain which in
dicates that "only we ~ know
what's good for you and we're
determined to give it to you at
all costs."

In the opinion of one social
w o r k e r , "This governmen
started out with a total distrus
of the existing health and socia
services establishment and with
a f i r m conviction that by
changing the total system, the]
w o u l d be left with hardl;
e n o u g h problems to bother
about. But this distrust has onl;
resulted in chaos."

\Lf such obstinacy prevails
and if it's directed towan
merging child welfare and pub
lie assistance programs in com.
munity clinics, as some socia
welfare authorities fear, then
perhaps the planners should
pause to -consider the advice
given to the 1971 annual meet
ing of the Children's Aid Soci-
ety of Winnipeg by Joseph H
Reid, executive director of the
Child Welfare League of Ameri
ca. "I think there has been
nothing more destructive to the
effective delivery of child wel-
fare services in the U.S. than
the fact that they are combinec
with public assistance," he
said.

Mr. Reid emphasized that
mere reorganizing of services
m a y lead to increased ef-
ficiency, but not necessarily in
creased effectiveness. In fact,
effectiveness could fie reduced
if reshuffling of services isn't
accompanied by genuine effort
to meet the needs of children
and their families.

"Sometimes in organizing
services, w e must organize
them in such a way that they
retain visibility, that they re-
tain autonomy not for the sake
of autonomy but for the sake oJ
advocacy," Mr. Reid stressed.

"Sometimes it is necessary to
be "inefficient' by duplicating
administrative structure and se-
parateness in order to get what
we should all be after — name-
ly, better services for people."

But even from the standpoint
of efficiency, opponents of a
government takeover of chil-
dren's aid societies doubt that
such efficiency would result ii
the government became the
central placing, home-finding
and service delivery agency for
children.

How can c h i l d r e n ' s aid
workers be expected to operate
out of community clinics with
such additional duties as proba-
tion, welfare assistance coun-
selling, and aid to the elderly
when their present workloads of
about 65 cases a worker are
roughly twice the professionally
recommended level, the critics
ask. They insist that the spe-
cialized work of helping chil-
dren and their families is now
so emotionally e x h a u s t i n g
under such overwhelming case-
loads that it's absurd to think
those served will get a better
deal if their workers are forced
to take on additional duties.

Have the governmental plan-
ners consulted supervisors and
gone out on cases with front-
line, workers at the children's
aid society in order to get first-
hand insight into the daily prob
lems and situations encountered
by the agency — problems and
situations which would certainly
be affected by any govern-
mental plans of takeover or
reoganization? While the top
executives at the agency claim
to be in daily contact with the
government, none of the super-
visors or workers questioned
could say government officials
had called upon them for ad-
vice.

H a d government officials
sought such first-hand opinions,
they likely would have been
told that a governmental take-
over of children's aid services
would, as one supervisor put it,

virtually kill the personal ele-
ment in favor of an impersonal,
computerized system."

The children's aid society
now averages about 100 place-
m e n t s a month, said Rae
.rant, the agency's social work
administrator in charge of child
placement services.

When you multiply this 100
by the number of other agen-
ies which would necessarily be

involved under a governmental
structure, the result would be
a n impersonal, computerized
system," Mrs. Grant said. "The
only way of getting good foster
homes and placing appropri-
ately is to know the child and
the prospective foster parents."

As W. Ward Markle, execu-
tive director of the Catholic
Children's Aid Society of Metro-
politan Toronto, told the 1970
annual meeting of the Win-
nipeg children's aid society,
"Government, by its very size,
by its very nature, is required
to operate by policy, by subse-
quent regulations, and by res-
triction, resulting in services
that are not conducive to the
rightful recognition of the dig-
nity of the individual person."

Mr. M a r k 1 e ' s statement
presents an interesting contrast
to an observation made by Alan
H. Hanna, board chairman of
the children's aid society. "Be-
cause the agency is composed
of a collection of concerned citi-
zens," Mr. Hanna said, "they
tend to be sensitive to society
as they sec it and also as it (so-
ciety) is brought to their atten-
tion by others. Consequently,
the concerned citizens may de-
cide to supply services on bc-
h a 1 C of children which go

beyond the strict following
the Child Welfare Act."

Dave Schellenberg, assistant
executive director of the chil
dren's aid society, has written
that "the crucial issues in child
welfare are the lack of supports
and buffers to protect children
from the vagaries of societa
changes and inequalities."

In the light of this opinion, i
could be asked which would be
more effective in protecting
children from "the vagaries o
societal changes and inequali
ties" — a citizen-based, private
agency "sensitive to society" or
a rigid governmental structure
which operates by "regulation
and restrictions?"

Instead of being so committee
to departmental reorganization
some social welfare authorities
suggest governmental energy
would be more profitably spen
in carrying put government's
more appropriate role of firs
establishing and then oversee
ing uniform standards for chile
welfare services throughout the
province. The Manitoba Associ
ation of Social Workers has
blamed the absence of such
standards as a major reason
w h y child welfare services
seem in a completely , chaotic
state.

As the association has empha
sized in a brief to the govern
ment, "Government can exert
control .on agencies through
their budgets and presumably
can withhold the funds of an
agency whose services it judges
ineffective or unacceptable."

But how, as the association
asks, can the government fairly
and accurately arrive at such
judgments without explicit stan-
dards to goby?

And as the association has
declared, "The public has
r i g h t to clearly-establishec
standards of practice in an
area as important as child wel-
fare."

Would the government permit
as much staff participation in
administering child welfare ser
vices as is now prevalent in the
children's aid society?

Not likely, if one is to go by
the reaction of senior govern-
mental management to a one-
day walkout last November by
37 staff members of the west
regional office of the depart-
ment of health and social devel-
opment.

The walkout was to protest
alleged poor working conditions
and lack of staff. According to
the publication, Manitoba Social
Worker, "The over-riding atti-
tude emanating from manage-
ment is one of distrust, possibly
even c o n t e m p t , for socia
w o r k e r s , and the preset
scheme of things within the de
partment in the name of reor
ganization indicates that possi
bly social workers are dispensa-
ble and may be in the phasing-
out process."

How much criticism from
civil servant social workers
w o u l d be tolerated if one
agency — government — were
to perform all child and social
welfare functions?

Perhaps a clue is contained
in a statement'last November
to University of Manitoba social
work students by Frank Mayn-
ard, director of personnel for
M a n i t o b a ' s department of
health and social development.

Within the department -the
first loyalty is, naturally, to the
department and governmental
policy," he said. "If the in
dividual can maintain a work-
ing relationship between his
professional ethics and govern-
mental policy, he will be able
to function well within the de-
partment."

In a letter to the Manitoba
Social Worker, Margaret Tobin,

U of M graduate student in
social work, referred to Mr
M a y n a r d ' s statement and
asked, "Must unquestioning loy-
alty to the authority of the bu-
reaucratic machine 'naturally'
je the only avenue open to us?

fear that this would be an
extremely dangerous stance for
social workers -to accept ...
Achievement of the 'working re-
lationship' ... is highly desira-
ble for client, worker and gov-
ernment alike. However, let us
not be so accepting that we are
jlinded to possible conflicts be-
;ween professional ethics and
jovernmental policy."

It could also be asked how
m u c h criticism government
would' tolerate from civil ser-
vant social workers in the light
of a letter last fall to Social
Development Minister R e n e

Toupin by Victor Neufeld, pres-
ident of the Manitoba Associa-
tion of Social Workers. Accord-
ng to the association's publica-
ion, Manitoba Social Worker,
;he decision to write the letter
'was prompted by concerns

voiced ... from workers within
,he department of health and
social development about the
scope of their activities within
the community possibly being
estricted by the department."

M r. Neufeld referred Mr.
'oupin to two obligations out-

ined in the Canadian Associa-
ion of Social Workers' Code of
thics (1970) — "To regard the

v e l f a r e of the individual
groups, and the community he

e r v c s as his (the social
vorker's) primary duty." and
:To work for social change re-

quired to promote the well-be-
ng of all citizens and to partici
ate with colleagues and others

n social action and social intcr-
•cntion consistent with the val-
ics, goals and objectives of the
rofcssion."

And Mr. Neufeld advised Mr.
Toupin, "Any restriction placed
on social workers in their free-
dom to adhere fully to these ob-
ligations, especially by their
employer, places them in an
untenable position and will be
viewed by our association as
constituting unsatisfactory
working conditions."

Finally, it could be asked how
much criticism an all-inclusive
governmental social and child
welfare agency would tolerate
from civil servants in view of
the reaction by Mr. Toupin's
departmental hierarchy to civil
servant social workers joining
citizens in a confrontation with
g o v e r n m e n t officials last
spring.

The broadly-based citizens'
group was futilely demanding
support for a community crisis
service centre and, according to
a federal study, disturbed de-
partmental officials directed in-
quiries to an agency director as
to why professionals were in-
volved and who they were.

The remarks by Mr. Neufeld,
Miss Tobin, and others appear
to complement the advocacy
roles espoused for children's
aid societies by Bob Lederman,
Jack Johnstone and Frank C.
Muldoon.

Mr. Lederman, social worker
at Children's Hospital of Win-
nipeg, calls "the_ children's aid
society the last line of defence
for child protection."

Mr. Johnstone, e x e c u t i v e
director of Sir. Hugh John Mac-
Donald Memorial Hostel, says,
"The concept of the children's
aid society as a citizens-based
p r i v a t e agency is infinitely
more desirable to a centralized
governmental agency because it
accurately reflects the concerns
and attitudes of the communi-
ty."

And Mr. Muldoon, a board
member of the Winnipeg chil-
dren's aid society and a former
president, emphasized ic the
1970 annual presidential report,
"The children's aid society re-
quires public support and au-
thority for its statutory role,
but it equally requires tough-
minded independence for its ad-
vocacy role. It should be free,
independent and able to criti-
cize governmental policies. It
should be able to take remedial
measures for its own resources
and not be dependent upon the
pleasure of the government of
toe day.

"To fulfil its mission, the
children's aid society must be,
in fact, the advocate and cham-
pion of the child — if need be,
against pathetic parents, nasty
neighbors, b l e e d i n g hearts,
busybodies and baleful bureau-
crats."

Ford
Gets

Reprieve
WASHINGTON (AP) — The

chief of the Environmental Pro-
tection Administration, William
D. Ruckelshaus, said Friday he
will allow the Ford Motor Co.
to produce and ship its 1973
cars provided initial tests in-
dicate they will meet federal
anti-pollution requirements in
full-scale testing.

The proposed issuance of con-
d i t i o n a 1 certification would
avert a threatened shutdown
that could have thrown up
450,000 workers out of their jobs
for a month or more.

NOTES

May 30 Sketch club members
assembled near the Canadian
Bank of Commerce, Main and
McDermot, th'e first point of in-
terest on this year's summer
schedule.

S t . John's Cathedral (St.
iross Street, North Winnipeg)

s on the agenda for Tuesday.
A special all-day trip by char-

ered bus to the home of Phyllis
rield Cooper at Glenboro is

planned for June 11.
Those who intend to make the

trip s h o u l d contact vice-
>resident Hugh McVarish, 9
leather Road, St. Boniface.
Jus fare is $4.50 a person.

The bus will leave the Eagle
Bus D e p o t , 339 Archibald
Street, St. Boniface, at 7:45
a.m. Sunday. There will be
stops at Polo Park shopping
centre, west side near Ness Av-
enue entrance, and at Grant
'ark shopping centre, near

Woolco department store. It
eaves at 8:15 a.m. and is on its
vay.

M e m b e r s should "bring
unches for two meals. Tea and

coffee will be served. Members
are also reminded to bring fold-
ng chairs, sketch books, sun
;lasses and sweaters.
It should be a day to rc-

nembcr.
Mrs. Cooper joined the 'dub

n J919 and taught Saturday ju-
cnile art classes at the Win-

lipcg School of Art in that year
ml in 1920. She continued as a
ncmbcr for 13 years. After th£
c a t h of her husband she

novcd to Glenboro, Man. The
ketch club appreciates her
ind invitation.

— J. Van Wynsbcrg

IF A GOOD WAY TO ENCOURAGE a restau-
rant's success is to give the chef an interest in the

business, then a new St. James - Assiniboia restaurant
has a promising future.

The Brothers, on Portage Avenue a few blocks
west of the St. James Bridge, is owned by siblings
Charles and Joe Lerner, who act a$ chef and maitre
d' respectively. Ted Kotyk, who worked with Joe
when they were bartenders at the Horizon Room, join
them as headwaiter. The restaurant opened last
month.

Its menu is one of the most interesting and varied
in Winnipeg with the added plus of reasonable prices.

It is divided into four sections: the first, veal — a
blessing in our veal-parched restaurants; a seafood
section with five offerings; a broiler section for
steaks, spareribs and lamb chops and a. group of
house specials which offers some chicken, beef and a
pork chop dish. Prices for complete meals including
homemade bread and soup, salad, vegetables and bev-
erage are between $4 and $5 — a few higher and many
lower.

Our sampling of The Brothers' menu last week
was not very representative. At the prodding of Mr.
Kotyk each of the four of us ordered veal dishes. The
other items, he told us, could be found elsewhere. The
veal is special, he promised.

The whole meal was special. The escargot Bour-
guignon and the marinated herring (not homemade)
were beautifully garnished — the herring with apple
quarters and the snails with dark bread slices for
dunking. I would have liked more garlic in the escar-
got, though no one else at the table agreed with me.
Admittedly, I think six cloves of garlic should be
added to everything but ice cream.

Soup of the day was cabbage soup. Of the three
we ordered (the third was an Austrian liver dumpling
soup) the best was a clam chowder, thick with chunks
of clam and vegetables in a cream base. We didn't
try the onion, soup, but we were promised it was
baked in crocks with a resulting crusty cheese top-
ping.

* * *BEST OF THE VEAL DISHES was veal marsala,
which had been sauted in butter and topped with mar-
sala wine and mushroom sauce. Also good was the
veal chop Tyrolean topped with ham and smoked
cheese. The Russian veal cutlet in a vodka and sour
cream sauce came garnished with cherry tomatoes
stuffed with lumpfish caviar and was okay. The
Wiener Shnitzel was quite ordinary in taste, though its
meat, as in all the dishes^ was tender and well-
cooked.

The vegetables — carrots, wax beans and potatoes
Risoles — were fresh (at last) and beautifully pre-
pared. Bless their hearts.

Other items on the menu that appealed to me,
especially for summer eating, were a cold gazpacho
soup and a poached salmon steak with hollandaise
sauce. A breast of chicken in armagnac and cream
also looked good.

The two of us who could face dessert ordered a
strawberry sabayon, not on the menu but available,
and a Hungarian torte. The sabayon arrived in a
large goblet half filled with fresh strawberries. They
were topped with the rich egg white, sugar and li-
queur custard. The torte had layers of chocolate and
biscuit topped with a crusty caramel.

Service throughout the meal was lovely. Small
loaves of homemade sourdough bread were replaced
as we ate them and goblets for the white wine we had
ordered were frosty to the touch.

The Brothers decor is comfortable — carpeted
and tableclothed, but not at all lavish. Music from 'the
late Fifties (Johnny Mathis, The Four Lads) played
incongruously in the background.

The bill for the four of us, including wine and lib-
eral a la carte ordering was just under $30.

The Lerners plan to add staff slowly as their cli-
entele increases. Even now, they say they will take
only as many reservations as they can properly han-
dle. Hopefully The Brothers will maintain the high
standard of cooking and service it demonstrated to us
last week. Too often we have seen local restaurants
begin with great promise only to slip into mediocrity.
Perhaps the enthusiasm of its start and the necessary
concern of its chef will make this one different. Let
me know.

* * *"Neither rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays
the couriers:"

Dear Cynthia: Contrary to your experience at La
Vieille Gare we were very impressed with the food
and service we received and were therefore very sur-
prised to read your article.

"One thing I feel was somewhat unjust was your
comment regarding the saltiness of the soup since salt
content depends so greatly on individual preference.
My husband and I have searched restaurants in Win-
nipeg for four years to find what we consider genuine
onion soup and did not find any to compare with that
served in Montreal until we had the onion soup at La
Vieille Gare. We also found your remarks on price as-
tounding since we felt they compare well with other
prices in the city.

"We have found other restaurants you have recom-
mended unacceptable. Betsy's was\ forgivable as
your article attracted a great many people and they
could not cope. We were there three hours, two elaps-
ing before we were served and the four of us found
one dish you recommended very unappetizing.

"While I am writing I might add that on a recent
visit to Hy's Steak Loft the service was atrocious. The
steak and potato were excellent, but the onion soup
tasted like canned soup and the toast was burnt.

"The point I have been trying to make is that
while your column provides interesting reading, food
preferences vary greatly from individual to individual
and I feel you must take this into consideration when
you prepare future columns." Mrs. K. W., Winnipeg.

* * *I INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN THE COL-
UMN because I think you'll be glad to know that our
boys in Ottawa arc up there with the best of them.
According to a survey by Marketing magazine, the
Government of Canada was a strong fourth in the 1971
advertising spendors behind Proctor anrl Gamble,
Central Motors and Imperial Tobacco.

The government leapfrogged in io fourth place from
number 13 on the spending list with the biggcsi in-
crease of the year — to $5,770,788 .rrom $3,531,000.


